
Nursery 

Curriculum Overview  

 Autumn1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic My school, My family Wellies, Wool and 
Winter Wonderland. 

Once upon a time. Blast off to great 
places. 

How does your garden 
grow? 

Ready, Steady, Go! 

Other possible 
Themes 

      

Possible 
Enrichment 
Activities 

School Tour 
 
Autumn walk 
 

Bake off 
 
Decorating a 
Christmas tree 

Cinema Experience 
(make a ticket) 
Make Gingerbread 
men. 
Winter Walk 

Mini MasterChef 
(pancakes for Shrove 
Tuesday) 
 
Acting out flying to the 
moon like the Bear in 
‘What Ever Next.’ 

Picnic in the park 
 
Bug Hunt 

Sports Day 
 
Make Fruit kebabs 
 
Summer Walk 

Values September: Respect 
October: Freedom 

November: 
Friendship 
December: Caring 

January: Unity 
February: Tolerance 

March: Responsibility 
April: Courage 

May: Resilience 
June: Quality 

July: Honesty 

Parent 
engagement/wor
kshop 

Talk Boost 
consultations with 
Parents 

Parent consultations  Parent consultations  Sports day 
Celebration assembly 
Parent consultations 
 

Areas of learning  

       

Communication 
and Language 

 
Communication 
and language is 

Children will begin to 
follow routines. 
 
Children will begin to 
learn how to listen. 
 
Children will begin to 
learn how to retell 

 Children will be able 
to follow routines. 
 
Children begin to 
understand ‘why’ 
questions. 
 
Children will learn to 
develop their 

Children will grow in 
confidence in 
following routines and 
using language about 
routines. 
 
Children will display 
an awareness of when 
someone is speaking.  

Children will begin to 
use new vocabulary 
throughout the day. 
 
Children will learn to 
retell longer stories 
using strategies 
learned in Talk for 
Writing. 

Adults will correct 
grammar and model 
language for the 
children. 
 
Children will learn 
multi-syllabic words. 
 

Children to concentrate 
for longer periods of 
time. 
 
Children will be able to 
retell stories in more 
detail. 
 
 



developed 
throughout the 
year. 
Strategies: 
*High quality 
interactions 
*Adult modelling 
*Adult supporting 
*Daily group 
*Discussions 
*Circle times 
*Stories 
*Singing 
*Rhymes 
*Visual timetable 
*Snack times 
*Talk for writing 
*SALT 
interventions 

simple stories in 
different ways. 
 
Children will be able 
to sing rhymes and 
songs. 
 
 
 
 
 

vocabulary through 
planned and 
spontaneous 
sessions. 
 
Children be able to 
talk about 
experiences that are 
familiar to them.  
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
Children will learn to 
follow an instruction 
with 2 parts. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Children will be using 
longer sentences 4-6 
words. 
 
 
 

Children will understand 
what a question is. 

Children will be able to 
express their point of 
view. 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an 
early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers 
throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing back what they 
say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will 
give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling 
from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and 
language structures. 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Me and my 
relationships 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Keeping myself safe 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Being my best 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Rights and 
responsibilities 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Growing and changing 

PSHE/Scarf: 
Valuing Difference 

Setting routines. 
 
Children will begin to 
recognize simple 
emotions (e.g. happy, 
sad, angry) by relating 

Children will learn to 
select and use 
activities and 
resources, with adult 
help.  
 

Children will be able 
to play with one or 
more children and 
extending play ideas.  
 

Children will become 
more outgoing with 
unfamiliar people, in 
the safe context of the 
nursery.  
 

Children will develop 
ways of being assertive.  
 
Children will be able to 
talk with others to solve 
conflicts. 

Children will begin to be 
able to label how others 
are feeling using Colour 
Monsters (e.g. happiness, 
sadness, anger, fear, 
calm) 



 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
development is 
developed 
throughout the 
year. 
Strategies: 

to the ‘Colour 
Monsters. 
 
Children will be able 
to wash and dry their 
hands. 
 
Children will learn 
how to tidy up and 
learn where things 
belong.  
 
Children will learn 
how to greet adults 
appropriately.  

Children will be able 
to take care of 
resources in the 
nursery. 
 
Children will learn to 
look after their 
environment. 
 
 
 
 

Children will be able 
to take care of their 
toileting 
independently. 

Children will be able 
to greet adults 
appropriately when 
they enter and leave 
the nursery. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Children will be able to 
manage their own needs 
such as good hygiene and 
know about healthy 
foods.  
 
Children will be able to 
think about the 
perspective of others.  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and 
supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported 
to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what 
they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy 
eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-
operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

Physical 
development 

 
Physical 
Development is 
developed 
throughout the 
year. 

Children will begin to 
be able to sit for short 
periods of time. 
 
Children will develop 
their movement, 
balancing, riding 
(scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills 
kicking and throwing. 
 

Children will be able 
to go up steps and 
stairs, or climb up 
apparatus, using 
alternate feet.   
 
Children will begin to 
be able to use one-
handed tools and 
equipment, e.g. 

Children will move 
from whole hand 
pencil grip to a four-
finger grip. 
 
Children will be able 
to draw lines and 
circles using gross 
motor skills. 
 
 

Children will be able 
to fasten coats - be 
able to zip up their 
own coat.  
 
Children will be able 
to use one-handed 
tools with increased 
control e.g., pencil, 
scissors. 
 

Children will be able to 
collaborate with others 
to manage large items, 
such as moving a long 
plank safely, carrying 
large hollow blocks.  
 
Children will be 
independent in 
choosing the right 
clothing for different 

Children will show full 
independence for 
toileting. 
 
Children will match their 
developing physical skills 
to tasks in the setting 
(e.g. they decide whether 
to crawl, walk or run 
across a plank, depending 
on its length and width.   



Strategies: 
*continuous 
provision 
*group sessions 
*Planned sessions 
*focus activities 
*Routines 
*Tidy up times 
 

Children will be able 
to wash and dry their 
hands. 
Children will be able 
to hang up their coat. 

making snips in 
paper with scissors.  
 
Children will begin to 
be able to put on 
their own coat. 

 
 

Children will be able 
to skip, hop, stand on 
one leg and hold a 
pose for a game like 
musical statues.  

weather conditions (e.g. 
taking their jumper off if 
it is hot. Remembering 
to wear a hat when 
going out in the sun) 

Children will be able to 
use a three finger grip 
with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. 
 
Children are increasingly 
able to use and 
remember sequences and 
patterns of movements 
which are related to 
music and rhythm.  

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences 
develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and 
positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities 
for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and 
agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision 
helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world 
activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, 
control and confidence. 

Literacy 

 
Literacy is 
developed 
throughout the 
year. 
Strategies: 

Phonological 
Awareness: 
Stage One  
Speech Detection 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

Phonological 
Awareness: 
Stage Two 
Syllable Awareness 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

Phonological 
Awareness: 
Stage Three  
Onset and Rime 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

Phonological 
Awareness: 
Stage Four 
Rhyme Detection 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

Phonological 
Awareness: 
Stage Five 
Initial Sounds 
Phonological Awareness 
Essex Programme 
 

Phonological Awareness: 
Stage Six 
Rhyme Production 
Phonological Awareness 
Essex Programme 

      

Main texts: 
Owl Babies by Martin 
Waddell 
Guess How Much I 
Love You by Sam Mc 
Bratney 

Main texts: 
The Rainy Day by 
Anna Milbourne and 
Sarah Gill 
Snow Bear by Piers 
Harper 

Main texts: 
Three Little Pigs 
Goldilocks and the 
Three bears 
Gingerbread Man 

Main texts: 
What Ever Next? By Jill 
murphy 
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt by Michael 
Rosen 

Main texts: 
Jasper’s Beanstalk by 
Nick Butterworth 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

Main texts: 
Giraffe’s Can’t Dance by 
Giles Andreae 
Oliver’s Vegetables by 
Vivian French 



*Phonological 
awareness 
activities 
*Story times 
Group times 
  

Monkey Puzzle by Julia 
Donaldson 

Sleepy Jesus by 
Pennis Kidd 

The Great Explorer by 
Chris Judge 
 

Bad Tooth by Rory 
O’Connor 

Children will begin to 
know that print has 
meaning. 
 
Children will have 
planned vocabulary 
related to topic and 
stories. 
 
Children will enjoy 
reading books 
independently. 
 
Children will have 
different mark making 
opportunities by using 
different resources 
such as play 
dough/sand/paint/ 
markers and crayons. 
 
 

Children will talk 
about the different 
features of a book. 
 
Children will be 
aware that pictures 
and print have 
different purposes. 
 
Children will 
distinguish between 
the different marks, 
they make.  
 
 
 

Children will learn to 
clap out syllables in a 
word. 
 
Children will include 
mark making and early 
writing in their play 
and imitate adults’ 
writing by making 
continuous lines of 
shapes and symbols 
(early writing) from 
left to right. 
 
Children will begin to 
recognise their names 
with support. 
 

Children will make 
changes to rhymes 
and songs. 
 
Children will have 
favourite stories.  
 
Children will begin to 
write for a purpose 
e.g. to write a 
shopping list.   
 
Children will use one-
handed tools with 
increased control. 
 
 

Children will ascribe 
meaning to marks  
 

  
 

Children will show 
awareness of rhyme 
and alliteration. 
  
Children will be able to 
hear and discriminate 
general sounds, speech 
sounds and patterns.   
 
  
Children will use writing 
as a means of 
communicating to an 
audience. 
 
Be able to form some 
letters accurately.    
  
 

 

Children will recognise 
words with the same 
letter e.g. money and 
mother.  
 
Children will be able to 
spot and suggest rhymes. 
 
Children will be able to 
write some or all of their 
name.  
 
 
 
  
 

 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. 
Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world 
around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught 
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 

Mathematics Children engage and 
will be able to subitise 
up to 3 objects. 

Children will engage 
and begin to be able 

Children will engage 
and be able to 
compare quantities 

Children will engage in 
real world 
mathematical 

Children will be able to 
count objects, actions, 
and sounds. 

Children will be able to 
know the cardinal 
counting principal.  



 
 
Mathematics is 
developed 
throughout the 
year. 
Strategies: 
*Whole class 
sessions 
*Reading stories 
*Singing 
rhymes/songs 
*Group sessions 
*Adults modelling 
*Adult 
interaction 
 
 

 
Children will explore 
and be able to identify 
and talk about 2d 
shapes 
 
Children will be able 
to use talk and 
gestures to compare 
quantities. 
 
Children will be able 
to continue a simple 
repeating pattern. 
 
 

to subitise up to 5 
objects. 
 
Children will be able 
to understand 
cardinality. 
 
Children will have 
the opportunity to 
make marks and 
numerals. 
 
Children will explore 
2d and 3d shapes 
through 
construction. 
 
Children will learn to 
compare amounts of 
continuous 
quantities.  
 
Children will have 
the opportunity to 
copy a simple AB 
pattern. 
 
 
 

using language, ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 
 
Children be able to 
count out a given 
number of things from 
a larger group. 
 
Children will engage 
and will be able to talk 
about and show 
simple prepositions. 
 
Children will show an 
awareness of 
comparison in 
estimating and 
predicting. 
 
Children will be able 
to make their own AB 
pattern. 

problems with 
numbers up to 5. 
 
Children will explore 
matching a symbol 
with a number of 
things. 
 
Children will be able 
to identify similarities 
between shapes. 
 
Children will explore 
putting things in order 
of height, weight, or 
capacity.  
Children will be able 
to spot an error in an 
AB pattern 

 
Children will be able to 
subitise to 5 quickly. 
 
Children will explore 
recognising amounts 
that have been 
rearranged. 
 
Children will show an 
awareness of properties 
of shape. 
 
Children will engage and 
explore recognising the 
relationships between 
the size and number of 
units. 
 
Children will continue to 
spot errors in AB 
patterns. 
 

 
Children will explore and 
be able to count out a 
smaller number from a 
larger group. 
 
Children will be able to 
describe the properties of 
shape. 
 
Children will explore and 
be able to begin to use 
units to compare things. 
 
Children will be able to 
create an AB pattern with 
an error in it and 
challenge a friend to spot 
it.  

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should 
be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those 
numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles 
and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. 



In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of 
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for 
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 

Understanding 
the world 

 
 
Understanding of 
the world is 
developed 
throughout the 
year. 
Strategies: 
 

Children will be able 
to identify who is in 
their family and where 
they live.  
 
 
Children are beginning 
to ask questions about 
their familiar world, 
such as where they 
live, or about the 
natural world such as 
how the seasons are 
changing. 
 
Children will have the 
opportunity to talk 
about home and 
family, and friends. 

Children can talk 
about significant 
events in their family 
and culture. 
 
Children can talk 
about what they 
have done with their 
families during 
special celebrations 
in the past. 
 
Children will look at 
a map of the world 
and discuss where 
some of the children 
come from and how 
they celebrate 
Christmas. 
 
Children will be read 
‘The Rainy Day 
Adventure’ to learn 
about the water 
cycle. 
 
 
 
 

Children can talk 
about where animals 
live – on a farm, 
woodland animals, 
wild animals. 
 
Children will explore 
houses, homes and 
building now and in 
the past. 
 
Children will be 
introduced to 
different occupations. 
Do they work 
outdoors or indoors? 
 
Children will talk 
about features of 
winter. 
 
 
 

Children will discuss 
different modes of 
transport. 
 
Children will talk 
about whether they 
have been on a train, a 
bus, or an aeroplane? 
 
Children will make 
maps and plans of 
places they would like 
to visit. 
 
Children will begin to 
look for signs of spring 
and regrowth. 
 
 
 
 

Children will grow 
beans like Jasper did in 
Jasper’s Beanstalk and 
watch them grow. 
 
Children will learn about 
different life cycles. 
 
Children will talk about 
where our food comes 
from and the different 
things, we eat at home 
due to our different 
cultures. 
 
Children will talk about 
looking after their 
environment by going 
on a litter picking 
excursion around the 
school. 
 
 

Children will talk about 
why it is important to eat 
healthily. 
 
Children to decide which 
foods they think are 
healthy/unhealthy. 
 
Children to think and talk 
about how have they 
changed over the year? 
What can they do now 
that they couldn’t do 
when they first started in 
nursery? 
 

Celebrations/ Celebrations/ Celebrations/ Celebrations/ Celebrations/ Celebrations/ 



Festivals 
5.10 Guy 
Fawkes/Bonfire night  
30.10 Summertime 
ends 
25.10 Diwali 
13.11 Remembrance 
Sunday 
Hanukkah  
25.12 Christmas  

Festivals 
1.1 New years  

22.1 Chinese New 
Year  
25.1 Burn’s night 
14.2 Valentine's day 
 
 

Festivals 
 21.2 Shrove Tuesday 
18.3. Holi 
19.3 Mother’s Day 
23.3 Ramadan begins 
 
Equinox 
 
Daylight savings time 
starts 
Easter 

Festivals 
10.4 St George’s Day 
15.4 Easter 
22.4 Eid al Fitr 
23.4 St Georges Day 
 
 
 

Festivals 
8.5 VE day   
 

Festivals 
Healthy eating week   
18.6 Father’s Day  
Celebration Assembly   
29.6 Eid al Adha 
19.7 Islamic New Year 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s 
personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading 
comprehension. 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

  

Children will engage 
with painting self 
portraits and learn 
about Van Gogh. 
 
Children will explore 
and learn how sounds 
and movements 
can be changed. 
 
Children will enjoy 
joining in with moving, 
dancing and ring 
games. 
 

Children will begin to 
develop an 
understanding of 
how to create and 
use sounds 
intentionally. 
 
Children will have 
the opportunity to 
use various 
construction 
materials making 
enclosures and 
creating spaces. 
 

Children will be able 
to develop an 
understanding of 
using lines to enclose 
a space and begin to 
use drawing to 
represent actions and 
objects based on 
imagination, 
observation, and 
experience. 
 
Children will be able 
to use available 
resources to create 
props or creates 

Children will learn 
how explore colour 
and how colours can 
be changed. 
 
Children will sing to 
themselves and makes 
up simple songs. 
 
Children will be able 
to create sounds, 
movements, drawings 
to accompany stories. 
 
 

Children will experience 
colours and colour 
mixing with different 
mediums. Learn about 
Mondrian paintings.  
 
Children will be able to 
tap out simple repeated 
rhythms. 

Children will paint a 
summer landscape based 
on Leonardo da Vinci. 
 
Children will enjoy singing 
familiar songs, e.g., pop 
songs, songs from TV 
programmes, rhymes, 
songs from home. 
 

 
 
 



 

Children will learn 
how to use tools for a 
purpose. 
 
Children will be able 
to engage in 
imaginative play, 
based on their own 
ideas or first-hand or 
peer experiences. 
 
 
 

Plays alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme 
 
Children will begin to 
play alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 
 
 
 

imaginary ones to 
support play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the 
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, 
respond to and observe. 
Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Invite musicians in to play music to children and talk about it. Encourage children to listen attentively to 
music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops.  


